ANALECTA. Hence it is that the lithotomist has never given any other form to the sound than that which he thought best adapted to the canal through which it had to pass. With this sound, to which he gave a large curve, he searched for the stone, and proved its presence by passing the convex edge over it, which was naturally parallel with the basfond* of the bladder, where the stone, on account of its weight, is generally situated. If at any time he wished to gain more precise knowledge respecting the stone, the extent of the curve given to the sound, prevented the lateral movements necessary for that purpose; for its point being in contact with the superior surface of the bladder, it could neither be turned to the right nor the left.
As his only object was to prove the presence of the stone, the patient was ordinarily sounded without much water being contained in the bladder: if it happened to be full, he profited by the opportunity; but did not think this essential to the success of his search.
To fill the bladder with water before he commenced sounding was not considered useful. The extent of the bladder from the neck to the opposite side, and laterally, being ascertained, it then becomes necessary to know what is the depth from the neck to the basfond. If the beak of the sound be turned downwards, this will be easily estimated ; if it cannot thus be carried from right to left, the depth cannot be considerable, and it will be so much less in proportion as the sound is raised upwards to the level of the median line. If, on the contrary, the sound turned downwards can be rotated without touching that part of the bladder which is below the neck, we are then sure there must be more than inch depth, and this is an unfavourable circumstance, for the fragments will be seized with greater difficulty, or at least it will require the instrument to be inclined more perpendicularly downwards, which will be very painful to the patient. This depth below the neck is observed principally in spare subjects. M. Heurteloup provides against the inconvenience which it occasions by raising the pelvis considerably, which he easily effects by means of the little bed which he employs in his operations: when the pelvis is elevated, the fragment is displaced from beneath the neck, and is thrown into the base of the bladder, where it is seized with facility, and without pain to the patient. large, is immovable, and seems to the sound, which merely passes over it, to present a large surface: to ascertain whether the stone is of this description, he carries the curve of the sound flat to the further edge of the stone, carrying the handle towards the thigh, to which the beak is turned : he thus encloses the stone in the curve of the sound, and getting it a little beneath the calculus, he raises it. If the stone is flat, it is raised with facility, and he feels that he could turn it over; if it is round, on the contrary, it may be raised, but it immediately falls back upon the sound.* The contact of the sound with these large stones enables him to * Besides, the moment when the beak of the sound is pushed under the stone, he feels easily whether it is flat, by the slight distance the sound has moved from the upper to the lower surface, and he then confines himself to 
